Modified towel-clamp technique to effect reduction of displaced mandible fractures.
We report a technique that uses a modified standard towel clamp, allowing a single surgeon to perform and maintain an anatomic reduction of displaced mandible fractures simultaneous with the application of internal fixation. The reduced convergent angle of the modified towel clamp allows bicortical engagement of the clamp, which prevents comminution of the fracture or the outer cortex of the mandible. Additionally, the modification allows the clamp to engage the bone with less exposure than conventional towel clamps. In our clinical experience of treating more than 100 mandible fractures a year, this technique proves superior to others described in the literature.